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0verwllered sod webworm Iae on srl turf growth causing spots
that do not “green up” normally. Similar damage occurs during summer dry
periods.

raking away the dead stems exposes the shortened green stems left
by the grazing larvae. The tropical sod webworm feeds along the
tips and edges of grass blades, similar to armyworms. High
populations can literally mow down turf.

An effective method of detecting infestations is to mix two
tablespoons of liquid dishwashing detergent in two gallons of water
(in our experience, Joy™ has not caused damage to the turf). Apply
the solution uniformly over one square yard of turf using a sprinkling
can (= soap flush). The soap solution irritates the larvae which
come to the surface in 10 to |5 minutes. Early moming is the best
time to sample because the larvae are close to the surface. Larger
larvae may surface first and the smallest last (after 20
minutes). This method is least successful when the thatch and/or
upper soil are dry. Preirrigation may help.

Life Cycle and Habits. In cool-season turf areas,
female moths simply drop their eggs as they fly over the turf at dusk
and after dark. Eggs hatch in a week to 10 days and about six weeks
are required for development from egg to adult in summer months.
The most common species on northern turfgrass (bluegrass and
larger sod webworms) have two generations each year and
overwinter as larvae in silken webs (hibernacula) within the thatch or
top inch of soil. The cranberry girdler has a single generation per
year. The tropical sod webworm has multiple generations each year.

ly return to a turf area
usually means that sod webworms or other larvae are present. Further
evidence of bird activity is probe holes left by birds searching for larvae.
Close examination of the turf in such areas either reveals larvae, or the
green pellets of excrement (frass) left by them.

Flocks of birds (especi ings) that

Though birds will
probe for white

grubs, they more
commonly probe
for sod webworms,
cutworms and
armyworms.

Occasionally, sod webworm damage
is seen on golf course greens and

tees in May. Larvae that overwinter
come to the surface and construct a

“C-shaped cover” of webbed-
ressing over. 1}

burrow (above left). The larvae (above right) feed on turf under the cover
which gets larger as the larvae require more turf for food. This sand cover is
just below the mowing level of the green.
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Larvae overwinter in silk lined

turf. Two

Larvae emerge, feed "Adults emerge at night, mate and drop eggs in
ions may be

‘When cool temperatures arrive,
larvae move down and form cells.

in soil. and pupate in thatch.

Bluegrass Webworm Life Cycle in Ohio.
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